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The Salvation Army, founded in 1865 in London, is an international 
religious and charitable movement. It is organized and operated on a 
quasi-military pattern and is a branch of the Christian church. The .Army 
carries on its various service functions for people through facilities 
located in thousands of communities across the United States and the 
World. 
The Salvation Army was established in Columbia, South Carolina in 1906 
and from its beginning it has been an important service organization in 
helping the people of the greater Columbia area. At present, the 
administrative offices of the Army in Columbia are located in a downtown 
building constructed in 1923. This facility is supplemented by two other 
buildings owned by the Army, a thrift store and an activity center, 
additionally leased space in the Davis Hotel serves as a dormitory for 
clients. 
Although the thrift store is suited to its purpose both by design and 
location, neither the existing ad ministatton building, the activity center. 
nor the dormitory space meet the Army 's current space needs for these 
activities. Further, the separation of these facilities leads to fragmentation 
of services and lacks a singular focus for the Army's efforts in Columbia. 
The purpose of this terminal project is to develop a design proposal for a 
new Salvation Army Building which will combtne these currently 
scattered activities into a single facility adequate in size and responsive 
to both present and future needs. 
An important aspect of this project will be to determine the best location 
2 
for the new facility. Currently, the city of Columbia is undertaking efforts 
to revitalize the Congaree Vista area which lies between Assemby Street 
and the Congaree River, and it is assumed that a site within this area 
would be most appropriate.The selected location must properly respond 
to the center 's image and activities, as well as be easily accessible to users 
and be a positive force in Columbia's revitalization efforts. 
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THE SALVATION ARMY 
INTRODUCTION 
Most people today are probably aware of the Salvation Army. however. 
many may not be familiar with the organizations beliefs. objectives, or 
the extent of its services. The Salvation Army is unique as an 
international religious and charitable movement. The motivation of the 
Army, as with most religious organizations, is a love of God and a 
practical concern for the needs of humanity. No other church seeks the 
particular outreach that the Salvation Army does. Because of this it has 
been called a "church-plus", a "religious organization with a social aim and 
a social organization with a religious aim'·. but more plausible the 
.. militant arm of the Christian Church''.•1 
From the first day of his evangelistic ministry, William Booth, founder of 
the Salvation Army, was consumed by sociaJ concern."You can't preach to 
a man on an empty stomach." he said. and went on to establish the first 
Salvation Army shelter. Through his daily life in Victorian London he 
observed the tragic living conditions brought on by poverty, the harsh 
treatment of children, and the rise of white slavery. Realizing it was 
easier to change the people than their condition he mad~e this point "our 
primary responsiblity is not to take man out of the slums. but to take the 
slums out of the man." The Army has subsequently built on this basic 
premise for nearly 120 years.-2 
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BACKGROUND 
The Salvation Army began altogether ingloriously in London, England in 
1865, where it was established under the title East London Christian 
Mission by William Booth and his wife Catherine in response to the needs 
of the poor on the city 's east end. Later , when its activities had spread 
beyond London to various provinces it was renamed the Christian 
Mission. William Booth, a disiJlusioned pawnshop apprentise was 
transformed as a young man to a dynamic street preacher. He was a 
hellfire and brimstone prophet of the old testament type - a modern 
Moses with a strong penchant for military style djscip!ine. And thus it 
_ , 
WilHam Booth founder and first General of the Army. 
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was that in 1878, while preparing his annual report to the mission 's 
governing board, that Booth wrote of his growing legions of ardent 
evangelists as nothing less than a volunteer army: a "Salvation" army.'3 
Although the Christian Mission had been organized somewhat in the 
fashion of a military organization prior to 1878, this newly adopted name 
influenced it to become increasing military in nature. It not only 
introduced uniforms as part of a strict dress code for both men and 
women. but it also organized itself under a heirarchicai military system in 
which soldiers of Christ where sent to battle in social service. 
William Booth accepted th~e title of Gen~eral of this Army and exercised 
absolute authority over its operation and its troops. He soon codified the 
martial sentiments with what he caJled "Orders and Regulations". He 
established the Army's command ob jective - "getting saved and keeping 
saved and then getting somebody else saved" - the Salvationists went 
military with a vengence. The various missions were designated "corps", 
devotional readings were "rations", prayer was known as "knee driHs", 
and, "amen" was a "volley" in the battle with the devil. birth to an 
Army coupJe was a welcome "reinforcement", and death came to be 
known as an earned "promotion into glory··. '-1 
Having set the stage with its ministy and social services successes in 
much of England. the Army was ready to expand its reach to other 
"battlefields" for Christ by marching "into every corner of the world ''. Its 
first move was the invasion of the United States. other battlegrounds to 
follow would include France, Sweden, Germany, and Russia. 
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On March 10. 1880, the General Booths aide-de-camp, George Scott 
Railton. lead a smaU group of Army women down the gangplank of their 
steamer docked in New York City. These women had been proceeded by 
several Salvationists who had had some promising results but were 
recalled for various reasons to support the Army's primary mission 
services in England. By 1990. three years after General Booth's son 
BaBington had been promoted to American Commander. the Army of 
Ameri~ca had grown to 41 0 corps in some 3 S states. This rapid growth 
can be directly attributed to the women of the army and their tireless 
efforts. ·s 
As the Army pushed its crusade ever westward . it encountered bitter 
and violent resistance on oc:easion because of its unorthodo~ and brash 
approach of performing its mission. Police often provided little or no 
protection, often arresting Salvationists for disturbing the peace. blocking 
sidewalks or violating instant ordinances aimed at reeping them off the 
street. Undaunted, these setbacks were often turned into successes 
through stiffening the wills of the troops however . the greatest attack on 
the Salvation Army in the U. S. did not come from an outside source: 
instead it came from within. 
Ballington Booth, the American Commander. was popular, progressive, 
and most of all democratic. He wanted the Army to be incorporated with 
greater distribution of authority throughout the organization William 
Booth. a believer jn strict centraJiz,ed control. would not hear of this and 
ordered BaBington to another post. BaJlington refused and jn 1896 he 
resigned to form the Volunteers of America. taking with him nearly half 
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of the Army's officers in the United States. This secession and the 
subsequent misunderstandings severely limitted the Salvation Army's 
ability to function in this country for some time after. 
Tim,e proved both WiJJiam and Ba1Jington to be partially right. Within 
two years, after the secession the Salvation Army in the United States 
was incorporated and democratic measures slowly began to be 
introduced. Although a central international control and uniformity was 
retained. the rapport and cooperation between International 
Headquarters and aU territorial commanders improved. These changes 
set the pattern of the present day rmy structure. ·6 
In 190~. after seven y~ears and two changes of leadership, the Salvation 
Army of America was put under the leadership of Evangeline Booth. the 
last of William Booth's children. For the ne t thirty years under her reign, 
th,e Army would make its greatest advancements since the first years of 
its inception. Miss Booth lead the r my to the forefront as a religious and 
social rehabilitation organization in A me rica. "She was very personable, 
an inspiring, spellbinding speaker: a wiJJowy and charismatic presence 
who by the end of her reign counted preseidents. kings and other orld 
leaders among her intimate supporters." •7 
Miss Booth masterfully guided the Army through the first World War. 
She organized the now legendary detachments of ''doughnut giris" that 
attached themselves to General Pershing's army in France. So successful 
was their compassionate service to the Am,erican soldiers in Europe, that 
at the end of the war when she lead the rmy·s fund raising drive to 
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recover depleted Army funds spent on the war it was over-subscribed 
and she became the toast of the nation. 
An unwavering teetotaler, Evangeline Booth joined her Army with other 
forces to lead the crusade for prohibition that resulted in the adoption of 
the 18th Amendment to the United States Constitution in 1919. But this 
single venture by the Army into national politics was doomed to failure 
for after proving to benefit only bootleggers prohibition was repealed 
with the 21st Amendment in 19 33. 
The Economic Depression of the 1930's and the resultant hardship called 
upon the resources of the Salvation Army as never before. Evangeline 
rallied her troops to prepare for the hard time to come. Salaries were 
cut, Army buildings were mortgaged, soups kitchens were set up and 
shelters were provided for everyone the Army could reach. The long 
, nightmare was patiently endured and with recovery in sight Evangeline 
Booth was promoted to General of the International Salvation Army and 
sent to London. Evangeline retired as General of the Salvation Army in 
1939 and with her the last of the Booth fire and blood departed. Now 
leadership was undertaken by true "salvationists''; people who had grown 
up through the ranks of the Salvation Army. 
just as Evangeline stepped down, another war was upon the world. There 
were national cries for the Army to bring back the "doughnut girl". This 
was a different war with different rules. The trench had become a 
foxhole and the front was everywhere. Although there were calls to bring 
back "doughnut girl", the new leadership of the Salvation Army knew 
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that such a s1mple response was not enough. The Army was anxious to 
provide spiritual and recreational programs for the soldiers as well as for 
the people at home. To make this possible. it banded with five other 
religious and social welfare organizations. (Traveler 's Aid Society, jewish 
Welfare Board, National Catholic Community Service, YMCA and YWCA J to 
form the United Welfare Committee which was later incorporated as the 
United Service Organization for the National Defense. Inc. - the now 
legendary U. S. 0. 
The SaJvation Army at work . 
1 1 
The post war years presented ever new changing challenges for the work 
of the Salvation Army of America. As society moved through the next 
three decades its force and effect changed. People were more mobile, 
technology advanced at a rapid rate and values changed. The Army out 
reach through those years may not have always been the right one but it 
was there. 
During its century old history, Salvationists in this country have 
pioneered a host of social innovations and reforms now accepted in 
government's efforts to realize a better life for its citizens. Summer 
camps for children. homes for the elderly, halfway houses for alcoholics. 
assistance leagues for the deaf, mute and blind, disaster relief funds. 
adoption services, missing person services and employment bureaus are 
among the many innovations introduced by the Army in addition to its 
mainstay of offering inexpensive food and lodging to the poor. the 
unemployed, and the homeless. 
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CURRENT MISSION 
Today, as throughout its history, the Salvation Army in America is 
militarily dedicated to the service of people. However, like peacetime 
armies of every age it is beginning to show the faint but unmistakable 
signs of losing its stridency. Gone are most of the open air ministries, the 
colorful street parades and the free willingness that were its hallmarks. 
Words like "teas", "fashion shows", and "socials" increasingly occur in its 
formerly fire and brimstone literature. In a sense, the Army's leadership 
has begun to show a lack of real understanding of its basic purposes and 
programs for its members and the public: there seems to be a failure to 
appreciate its "balanced ministry approach of spiritual and social 
outreach". There needs to be new avenues to funds and better training 
for future officers of the Army. Accepting this basic development, the 
organization of the Army is more important now more than ever. With 
the centennial of the Salv.ation Army of America in 1980, the Army 
reaffirmed its mission of service and its backbone as the community 
corps. It began to address its own complacency, saying "the fire is just a 
flicker: we need to stoke it before it's done for ." ·s 
In 1908 the Army of America was divided into two territories to promote 
better service, with Chicago and New York City serving as Territorial 
Headquarters. The National Headquarters was also located in New York 
City. To meet increasing demands in the 1950 's, the territories were 
expanded to four with the Eastern Headquarters in New York City, the 
Western Headquarters in Rancho Palos Verdes, California, the Central 
Headquarters in Chicago, and the Southern Headquarters in 
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Atlanta,Georgia. Each territory was then divided into several divisions 
and the divisions were separated into the different community corps. The 
National Headquarters was moved out of New York to the city of Verona, 
New jersey. 
The Army has seen many changes over the years. It is still an 
international organization dedicated to the service of society; it still offers 
emergency assistance in basic human needs such as food, shelter, rent, 
fuel, medicines, clothing, disaster assistance, missing persons bureau, 
institutional and home visitation, spiritual guidance, recreation and 
character building activities. What the Army does not offer is 





The four Army territories and their headquarters in the United States. 
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COLUMBIA CORPS 
In 1906, 26 years after the first contingent of the Salvation Army arrived 
in New York, the Army began serving the Columbia, South Carolina area. 
Until that time, no organized effort had been made to meet the social 
welfare needs of the Columbia area 's poor and destitute. When the Army 
began its service, it was the only organization offering welfare services to 
the people of the Columbia area. Its unorthodox approach of mixing 
religion and social welfare did not win many friends in the beginning. 











l ''\ ·~ 
• 
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The Columbia Corps i~ part of the Ca.roJina Division of the Salvation Army of America. 
The Army had no permanent headquarters in the Columbia area until 
1908 when it took up residence on Gervais Street. It soon relocated its 
headquarters to Main Street and subsequently made several other moves 
until the permanent headquarters that now houses the Army s operattons 
was constructed in 1923 on Lady Street. 
Through the years the Salvation Army has a well established history of 
reaching out to meet the needs of the less fortunate within the Columbia 
community. It provided much needed asistance for the community as the 
Great Depression disrupted the lives of more than a third of the 
population. During World War I I, it provided social and religious 
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programs to aid soldiers and their families that passed through Fort 
jackson; a military base outside Columbia. Recently, the Army enlarged 
its service area to include the four county Central Midlands Region 
around Columbia. It also joined forces with the United Way of the 
Midlands and the South Carolina Department of Social Services to better 
coordinate their mutual services. 
As the Army offered more programs and services, new sources of funds 
and facilities were needed. One innovat1ve "self help" source created in 
the 1960's was the "Thrift Store". All serviceable goods donated to the 
Army and not needed for clients were sold to the public through the 
store, while unserviceable goods were sold as salvage. The Thrift Store 
idea has now expanded to include two satellite stores. The idea of an 
activity center is more relent. It is a multi-purpose facility that gives 
the Army the flexibility to offer a wide range of recreational and 
character building activities to its members and clients as well as provide 
income by providing rentable space to the public. The structure used for 
this purpose was purchased in 1972. With each new year, the Columbia 
area's need for human welfare programs increase. To match this increase 
and to provide the essential services required, the Salvation Army needs 
to enlarge and consolidate tts operations. Currently, with its operattons 
in separate locations, its programs are fragmented, the staff cannot 
function efficiently and growth is impatred. A new factlity which 
consolidates activities, provides an efficient staff organization and effects 
a positive image in the city is needed to permit the Army to grow with 
the needs of its community. 
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Now that Columbia is beginning to initiate a major redevelopment 
proposal for the Congaree Vista neighborhood in the city, this would be 
the best possible time for the Army to unite its forces and lead the way 
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Columbia and the four county Central Midlands Region served by the Cofumbia Corps. 
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COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA. 
SETTING 
Columbia is the capitol city of South Carolina. It is situated at the 
geographical center of the state in Richland County on the east bank of 
the Congaree River. The city lies one hundred and ten miles northwest of 
the Atlantic coast in the region known as the Sand Hills. The topography 
of this region is characterized by irregular rising and falling land with 
occasional flat sections in the southeast towards the coast. The city of 
Columbia has moderately .hilly terrain with an average altitude of three 
hundred and trurty feet above mean sea level. 
Columbia's location in the center of the state between the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Appalachian Mountains causes its climate to be responsive to 
both the mountains and ocean weather systems. During the winter the 
city experiences occasional cold spells caused by colder air moving down 
from the Piedmont Plateau through the Broad and Saluda River valleys. 
In the summer, Columbia and the Sand Hills region experience very hot 
temperatures and humid conditions due to its being inland from the 
cooling ocean breezes as well as the stalling effect produced by the 
mountains on weather systems moving toward the coast. 
The population of the city of Columbia is approximately 100,000 people. 
The Central Midlands area of Richland, Lexington, Newberry, and Fairfield 
Counties· numbers approximately 480 ,000 people and is considered to be 
the immediate area of influence for Columbia. The population density of 
the Central Midlands region ranges from very sparse in the outlying areas 
to very dense in the urban center of Columbia. 
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The urban amenities of the city , complimented by its rural surroundings, 
offer the best of both ways of life to those choosing to live in the 
Columbia area. The diverse make-up of the area's population has lent a 
visibility to the region while sustaining the continued development and 
growth of the Columbia and Central Midlands region. 
21 
THE PAST 
By the stroke of a pen in 1786, the State General Assembly in Charleston 
created an imaginary city on paper, without citizens. to be the future 
capital of South Carolina. It was determined that a seat of government at 
a geographical centralized location would better serve all citizens of the 
state as increasing numbers of settlers moved westward from the 
populated areas of the coast. 
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South Carolina and the estabJisbment of Columbia as the state's capitol. 
.. 
Being in the geographic center of the state and at the junction of the 
Broad and Saluda River, where the Congaree River forms. were the 
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principal factors in choosing the new capital site. just below the selected 
site on the opposite side of the river was the small trading town of 
Granby. It was the farthest point of inland navigation due to the rapids 
and rocks on the "fall line" at Columbia. The Columbia plan, typical of 
American cities at that time. was a gridiron laid out two miles square 
with ten blocks to each mile and four acres to each block. aH of which 
were superimposed on the rolling Jand of the site. The money made from 
the sale of the available tracts of land was to be used to supplement the 
cost of the public structures to be built. 
The seat of government was not actually moved to Columbia until 1805. 
When this was accomplished the city and the adjacent area flourished. 
Early growth was largely due to a series of pulbJic works projects. Two of 
these ·were the Saluda and Columbia Canals which provided a navigable 
inland waterway system Hn.king the Up Country of the state to the coast. 
Additionally, th~e completion of two bridges . one over the Congaree and 
the other over the Broad River , reinforced Columbia's importance as a 
center of commerce. 
By 1860 , the railroads had replaced the waterways as the major means of 
transportation and had strengthened the commercial and political 
importance of Columbia as war clouds Joomed. The city 's support for the 
Confederacy was both strong and vigorous. The famous Secession 
Convention leading to the Gvil War convened in Columbia. During the 
war Columbia was an important transportation and agency center of the 
Confederacy. On February 17. 1865 General Sherman lead his troops 
through the city, burning three quarters of its buidings and virtually all 
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of the pubHc structures. The Reconstruction Era was not overly 
oppressive to the city 's redevelopment as in the oth~er areas of the south. 
and Columbia was actuaHy a beneficiary of this period. By 1880. as 
Reconstruction ended, the Columbia area's abundant supplies of swift 
moving rivers gave it the capabiHty of runnjng any kind of generator able 
to produce a new source of energy called "electricity". This capability 
attracted industries seeking ineipensive sources of both energy and 
manpower. Teitile mHis began locating in the area and once again 
Columbia prospered as a city. 
The nature of the economy in Columbia began to change as patterns of 
urbanization changed around lhe turn of the century The economies of 
both Leiington and Richland Gounttes here Columbia is located} began 
diversifying from their traditional refiance on teitiJe manufacturing to an 
industrial structure or1ented to natton Jde consumer mar ets. This 
diversification of the baste econom1c systems 1n the Columbia area has 
given a firm base that protects the rea tn times or economic hardships. 
because the slack can be taken up by other industries until the industries 
most affected can recover. 
With its diversified economy. Columbta has enjoyed steady growth since 
the period just after the Second World War. This growth has established a 
firm base for Columb1a and the Central idlands reg1ons s a center for 
government. education, com meroe and industry. 
24 
THE PRESfu'ff 
Columbia continues to use its symbolic importance as a capitol city as well 
as its central location to insure its continued growth through attracting 
major national corporations and financial institutions to the region. 
However, the South Carolina State government creates the major impact 
on the Columbia area. In addition to being the center of the state 's 
government, Columbia also contains several federal facilities , and is the 
county seat of Richland County. Columbia was founded and remains today 
as a city of government. 
There are seven coJleges and universities located within the city the 
University of South Carolina is the oldest and by far the largest with a 
fuJI-time student enrollment of over 25 ,000 . This large institution 
provides varied educational, cultural, and sometimes athletic activities for 
the people of Columbia. 
There are numerous public facilities and amenities to serve the city as 
well as the region. Among these are the Riverbanks Zoological Gardens. 
the Columbia Museum of Art , Richland County Public Library, and the 
Columbia Canal Park. The proposed development of the Seaboard Park 
and Greenbelt that will connect the downtown area with the new South 
Carolina State Museum will provide a major public green area and expand 
the potential of the Congaree River Area as an area for growth and 
development. 
The city is well served by excellent transportation facilities that include 
25 
three interstate highways, a regional network of roads , rail service, and a 
regional airport. These facilities provide the basic ground work for future 
• expanston. 
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The city of Columbia as it is now. 
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CONGAREE \ 7IST A 
HISTORY 
The Congaree Vista is a neighborhood of Columbia that is bounded by 
Elmwood Avenue to the north, Assembly Street to the east, Blossom 
Street to the south, and the Congaree River to the west. It is the western 
half of the original grid of the city established in 1786. Today, the Vista is 
a 768-acre tract of largely undeveloped land, most of which is relatively 
' I . 
The Congaree Vista area and the city of CoJumbia. 
, 
. ~ .... .. 
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unknown to the people who live and work in the Columbia area. It 1s the 
setting of miles of railroad tracks, crumbling buildings and tenement 
shacks and the only major activtty 1s the Central Correctional Institution. 
Because of frequent flooding in the low areas adjacent to the Congaree 
River and its association with malerta, resulting from the wet, damp 
conditions, the Vista area never developed as a residential area • 111 
Columbia. The flooding of the Congaree 's banks was a pertodic problem 
until the completion of the Lake Murray dam on the Saluda River in 
19 30. '<J 
During the first third of the 19th century, the majority of the Vista was 
vacant land except for a few scattered grtst mills along the Columbia 
Canal. When the railroads entered in the 1840 's their paths divided the 
area almost in half, with the portion on the river side left to slowly 
evolve into an industrial center by taking advantage of the power 
generation capacity of the river. 
Beginning in the second third of the century. the :\rsenal Hill i\lilitary 
Academy developed on the high ground on the north end of the Vista. a 
small netghborhood bounded by Elmwood Avenue, Wayne. Blanding and 
Park Streets. With thts came the development of Columbta s first public 
park known as Sidney Park. The park stretched from Assembly Street to 
the River by followtng the natural depression of the land. Columbtans 
frequently visited the park to view the landscaped gardens or attend the 
various concerts held there weekly • 
29 
In 1865. as General Sherman lead the Union Army through Columbia 
much of the Arsenal HiH .Academy and some of the residences in the 
neighborhood were destroyed. This event marked the beginning of the 
neighborhood 's decline. Tbe construction of the state·s Central 
Correctional Institution was begun in 186 7 and introduced another 
detriment to growth in the Vista. Over the next century the complex 
would grow to house 1600 inmates on an expanded ,26-acre site along the 
Columbia Canal. 
As Reconstruction ended in the south. northern manufacturing concerns 
saw the supply of cheap labor and abundant water power as advantages 
to moving south. Several large textile facllities located along the canal and 
in 1895. the Columbia Duck Mill. was the first te tile miJJ in the United 
States to use bydro-electrtcity for power. ith these mills came 
low-income housing for workers which once gain altered the 
development of the Vista rea. ·1 o 
As miHs continued to be built Jn the area. the ra1l hnes to serve them 
multiplied. Soon the Seaboard RaiJraod cquired idney Park and 
converted the Vista 's sole remaining amenity into frei ht depot. With 
the destruction of the park. whatever residential character rematned in 
the Vista deteriorated drastically. 
Bv the end of the last third of the centurv. a com mercia! area had , . 
developed on Gervais Street. As the area's commercial businesses grew 
they were joined by other less respectable establishments such as saloons 
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and the city's red light district. These enterprises added color as well as a 
degree of tarnish to the Vista's image. 
Since the Second World War, the only concentration of residences in the 
Vista has been the small area around Arsenal Hill. These are occupied 
mainly by black home owners and tenants. During the past two decades. 
with public and private acquisitions of many land parcels and Columbia's 
adoption of stricter housing code standards, many of the areas residents 
have been displaced, so that today there are only some 900 residents 
living in the entire Congaree Vista neighborhood. 
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LAND USE 
The physical makeup of Columbia is quite diverse. It metropolitan area 
contains the city proper in addition to the suburbs and smaller towns 
caught up by Columbia's expansion. This diverse makeup is most evident 
in the Congaree Vista neighborhood. 
While the vast majority of the land within the Congaree Vista is currently 
used for industry, with most of it concentrated along railroad lines that 
bisect the Vista, the character of the area is changing. Industries still 
within the Vista are beginning to relocate to newer, more modern 
facilities. The remains of former warehouses are being converted to 
commercial uses while rennovation of buildings is increasing. The 
Railroad Relocation and Grade Separation Project, which will eliminate 
much of the impact of rajJlines by consolidating and locating them thirty 
feet below grade. 
A central commercial zone is found along Assembly Street and another 
area of lesser activity fo11ows Gervais Street. The area of Gervais Street 
has also been designated as an historical district because of the large 
concentration of turn-of -the-century buildings. Development of these two 
areas is being encouraged, primarily for new commercial uses. A small 
portion of the Vista area, surrounding the Governor 's Mansion, is used by 
small professional offices and institutions. Once a viable residential area 
at the turn-of -the-century, many old homes have been converted to 
offices. 
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Residential areas, critical to the long term development and revitalization 
of the Congaree Vista, are only found in the Arsenal Hill area along Park 
Street, and the area between Huger Street and the Central Correctional 
Institution. Although these include a number of attractive houses, the 
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TRANSPORT AT ION NIODES 
Columbia's importance as a government seat combined with its centra! 
location assures it a good transportation system. Which includes: 
- Intercity bus service provided by Continental Trailways and 
Greyhound Bus Lines. 
Intracity bus service owned and operated by South Carolina Electric 
and Gas Company. 
- Three interstate highways ( I -26. I -20 and I -77 ) as ·well as 
major roads systems which s·erve the city and connect it with other 
population cent~ers in the region. 
With the proposed Columbia Transportation Center to be located on 
Gervais Street, the intercity bus service and city bus service could make 
• 
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PLANNING PROPOSALS 
Although it seems the Congaree Vista is headed towards redevelopment. 
its direction and emphasis are still open to question. Non the less there is 
general agreement on certain projects and issues that are of critical 
importance to its success. 
A major project is the Railroad Relocation and Grade Separation Project. 
The project is now under construction and should be completed by 1986. 
This project wiH open up large areas of land that once carried railroad 
trains and consoHdate the train tracks on two lines thirty feet below 
grade. 
A major deterant to the Vista 's future is the presence of the Central 
Correctional Institution. The system houses some 1600 inmates and 
occupies 26 -acres of land fronting the Columbia Canal. Some state officials 
estimate that it c-Ould take until the end of this century before relocation 
of inmates could proceed. 
Although the third phase of the Riverfront Park can not be implemented 
until the removal of the correctional institution, its first phase has 
recently been completed with the historic pump house on the canal levee 
having been converted into a visitors center and museum with plazas 
and river overlooks. a small amphitheater and a snack bar. The second 
phase. yet to begin, will include public entrances and parking areas near 
both Blanding and Gervais Streets. 
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The creation of Seaboard ( Sidney ) Park, in the vacant basin behind the 
United States Post Office, is another project of critical importance. The 
site is that of Sidney Park which was the city's first public place before 
being taken over by the railroads. Seaboard Park will be the main link to 
the Greenbelt that stretches southwesterly from the City Hall on Main 
Street to the new State Museum in the redeveloped ivlount Vernon Mills 
building. 
Mount Vernon Mills, originally the historic Columbia Duck Nfill has been 
acquired by the South Carolina State Arts Commission and plans for 
rennovating the 320,000 square foot structure as the South Carolina State 
Museum are now under wav. It will combine exhibition with archival 
; 
space and contain meeting rooms and a restaurant. 
The Central Midlands Regional Planning Commission has proposed the use 
of Multiple Use Overlay Zoning for the Congaree Vista area. This is 
intended to promote innovative and creative approaches to solving urban 
design problems "through relaxation of traditional zoning requirements 
pertaining to use and physical improvements and will allow some ty pes 
of mixed use." •tt This zoning wtll enhance the opportunity for residential 
development in the Congaree Vista. It is hoped that several thousand 
residences will be developed there by the end of the century. Considering 
that 43% of the property in Columbia is non-taxable because of the large 
number of government, college, and non-profit property holdings. The 
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BUILDING LOCA. TION 
SELECTION CRITERIA 
The effectiveness of the Salvation Army in the city of Columbia depends 
to a great extent upon its location. It must above aH be accessible to the 
people the Army reaches out to serve. Further it must facilitate proper 
visibilty for the Army within the city. To select an appropriate site, a 
system of selection criteria m.ust be estabHshed against which to measure 
the aJternative choices. These criteria are as follows: 
a. Accessibility 
The site should be readily accessible to maior traffic arteries through 
the Congaree Vista neighborhood. It is a1so important to have a close 
relationship to a public trans1t route to provide access for the 
individuals most likely to use the facility. It should be within walkable 
distance of the central retail area. 
b. Visibility 
Because th~e Salvation Army is a community service organization. a 
site with good visibility is considered desirable. This visibility should 
relate to auto, bus and pedestrian traffic and permit the proposed 
facility to be easily recognized within the city. 
c. Physical Quality 
The site shall be of appropriate size for any Army activities including 
the Thrift Store. Space should be available for on site parking as well 
as outdoor recreation. 
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d. A vailibility 
Because the Salvation Army is a charitable, non-profit organization, its 
access to funds for property is limitted because it must justify the 
need for this facilities over service to the public. Therefore. the site 
must be in an area where real estate costs are relatively low. 
e. Compatibility 
The site must be compatable with the proposed uses of the Army 
facility including lodging and retail sales. Further, it would be 
desirable if adjacent land uses complemented the addition. 
f. Site Reinforcement 
It is desirable that the site be convenient to governmental and social 
agencies, expressly the United Way. It should also be near police and 
hospital facilities. 
g. Appropriateness 
A final criterian would be; is the site appropriate for the Salvation 
Army building or would it be better used by another building? This is 




Eight sites were selected for consideration as alternative locations for the 
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a. The area between the Post Office and the 
V. A. Building on the corner of Assembly 
and Laurel Streets . 
b. The area located on Park Street between 
Senate and Pendleton Streets . 
c. The area bounded by Taylor . Lincoln and 
Hampton Streets and Barry Alley . 
d. The area bounded by Laurel, Gadsden, 











































e. The area located on Wayne Street 
between Richland and Laurel Streets . 
f. The area bounded by Calhoun, Hugar, 
Richland and Pulaski Streets . 
g. The area located on Hugar Street between 
Laurel and Blanding Streets. 
. h. The area located on the corner of 
Hampton and Gadsden Street. 
Each site was evaluated against the selection criteria. The sites were 
then compared against each other to determine the best possible location. 
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Through evaluation of the sites by the selection criteria and subsequently 
comparing them against each other, site "C", the area bound by Taylor. 
Lincoln and Hampton Streets and Barry Alley was determined to be the 
site best suited for the Salvation Army Building. It provides more than 
adequate space to accomodate the proposed facilities and will permit a 
good deal of freedom in exploring various building arrangements. The 
sloping topography provides good views towards the Congaree River to 
the west and the central business district to the east. It also provides the 
potential for interesting design proposals. Finally. the proposed Greenbelt 
Parkway which boarders the site will link it to the central business 




The site selected for the Salvation Army Building is in a central location 
in relationship to the Central Business District, the State and Municipal 
Complex, the City Police Department and is adjacent to major traffic 
arteries. The half block site area is not occupied nor is the !and across 
Taylor Street to the north which is proposed as the site of Seaboard 
(Sidney) Park. To the east and separated by an access way is a sparsely 
used property containing an electrical substation and a drtve-throug.h 
bank. Residences in varying states of disrepair occur to the south across 
Hampton Street, and to the west is the South Carolina Employment 
Security Commission Building. A stand of large oak trees occupies the 
central area of the site. The site slopes at an average ratio of 1:10 from 
the southeastern corner to the northwestern edge. The slope is steepest 
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The site lies between two major traffic arteries, Taylor Street and 
Hampton Street. Both arteries are one way streets as they move along the 
site, with Taylor Street heading towards the Congaree River and Hampton 
Street heading towards the central business district. Lincoln Street and 
Park Street are both minor two way streets that bound the site. 
Pedestrian traffic as well is fairly prevalent in the area around and 
through the site itself; it is expected to increase with the development of 
Seaboard Park and the Greenbelt Parkway. 
51 
,.,---r--... / 
~ / / ~-- ~~-
•• I 
). Pedestrtan Traffic 
/ ••• ·29f /~ 
• -----...::.• ~---------
Taylor 
• • • 
...;'· 
I '-, ...- ..,.- ---,. 








u c -...) 
• • • • •. I 
•• I •.; 
I 
I 
• • • • • 
' I 








' '·-- I 
One 
-----------------------------------------------• •• St . --··-· 
ENV IRON~IENT AL FEATURES 
The site is very open except for the central area occupied by the cluster 
of oaks. It receives good exposure to sunshine throughout the day. The 
low buildings and open areas that surround the site expose it to 
prevailing winds which come from the southwest during winter, spring 
and summer and the northwest during the autumn months. The wind 
speed averages around seven miles per hour. Since both Hampton and 
Taylor Streets are major arteries into and out of the city, a large volume 
of noise and visual disturbance is generated during peak traffic periods, 
while Lincoln Street is relatively quiet. 
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Looking north across Taylor Street from the site is a large vacant land 
basin that will be the location of Seaboard Park. Which will connect the 
downtown with the Riverfront Park. 
The substation on the property to the east is rather unattractive and 
plans are under way to have it relocated. The residences to the south 
though dilapidated are not unattractive and while the Employment 
Security Commission Building is an imposing structure, its property slopes 
away dramatically from the Army's site and consequently is not 
intimidating to the site. Distant views of the river and various parts of the 
city are available from the upper portions of the site. The most dramatic 
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The site selected for the Salvation Army Building provides the best 
possible amenities for the structure within the Congaree Vista area. It is 
readily accessible from two major traffic arteries that move into and out 
of the city, with the two minor roadways able to provide good service 
access. The area of the site is more than adequate to support the Army's 
building and its ancillary spaces. The steep slope as well has the 
possib1ity of enhancing the design potential of the structure and the 
landscaped areas. The orientation of the site presents the possibJities of 
natural ventilation and solar applications if they are feasible in the 
structure 's design. Finally, b,ecause of the proposed location of Seaboard 
Park, the site has the added benefit of being connected to a valuable 
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East Campus Complex at Columbia University 
Architects - Gwathmey, Seigel & Associates. 
Columbia University- New York 
Though this proJect 1s of considerably larger scale than the proposed 
Salvation Army Building, it provtdes import ant lessons about dormitory 
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The entrance to the East Campus CompJex is marked by the stair tower. 
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The Complex 1s made up largely of townhouse - type units housing 
approx1mately 350 students. The units vary in stze from single floor flats 
to two and three floor suites. 
From an urban design standpoint the complex continues the existing 
''edge" of both Morningside Park and wlorningside Drive. This edge is 
further refined bv the red tile facade on the two low-rise units which 
" 
reflect the surrounding low brick structures and the grey tile on the 
high -rise which in turn reflects the limestone of the adjacent structures. 
A v1ew of the ent1re East Campus Complex. 
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• 
Coleman Young Recreation Center 
Architects - William Kessler and l\ssociates. 
Detroit. N1ichigan 
This project is also more elaborate in scope than that of the Salvation 
Army Building, but the simple geometry of the building and the well 
defined relationships of recreation activities are important aspects to be 
considered in the Salvation .Army project. 
. .., -,. .. . 
The entrance to the Coleman Young Recreation Center . 
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The Coleman Young Recreation Center is constructed on a bas1c 24 x 24 
foot structural and planning grid. Which has been applied consistently 
throughout the facility . The space within the facility is enhanced as 
spaces too large to conform to the rigid pattern open up, such as, the 
boxing area, the pool and the basketball area. This lightness is further 
enhanced by cylinders of backlighted glass block that conceal the columns 
while the 4 x 4 foot ceiling system that hide the mechanical and electrical 
systems. 
The building is largely inward focusing with glimpses of its interior 
provided by structural features on its exterior. This approach may have 
some bearing on the Salvation Army Building because of the strong edges 
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Clte de Refuge 
Architect - Le Corbusier 
Paris. France 
The Cite de Refuge was designed by Le Corbusier as a hostel and 
headquarters building for the Salvation Army in Paris. Once again, the 
scope of the project is much greater than the Army facility proposed for 
Columbia, but most of the elements that are present in the Cite de Refuge 
are marked for inclusion within the Columbia project only on a smaller 
scale. 
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This building constructed in 1929 is considered by some to be Le 
Corb usier Is best efT ort. It was designed to be a her mettcally sealed 
building with a primative form of air conditioning, but this feature was 
never implemented. The design relied upon the juxtopositioning of 
geometrical solids, a cubic entrance hall leading to a circular reception 
point and to the rectangular restraurant. Above these rose a six story 
rectangular dormitory area. 
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The proposed Salvation Army Building can be subdivtded into five basic 
areas; the ad ministration area, the activity center, the sanctuary area, the 
dormitory area, and the Thrift Store. 
The administration area provides a social service outreach for the less 
fortunate members of the community while carrying out the daily 
operations of the Salvation .Army in the Columbia area. The social service 
outreach area, the basic premise for which the Salvation Army is built 
upon, interviews clients, assesses needs and works to assist client if 
possible, while the other ad min· strati on areas attend to the Army 's 
responsibilities within the greater Columbia area. 
The activity area is an area provided for the members of the Army in the 
Columbia area. It contains classrooms, locker rooms and an activity area 
for large assemblies and games as well as being related to an activity 
exterior area. 
The sanctuary area is another member space but it iS also open to the 
public. The Army offers several church services during the week and 
clients may choose to attend if they wish. 
The dormitory area is for people who have been interviewed and the 
Army has the resources to assist. Lodging and food ts provided to both 
single and family clients. This area includes a kitchen for food 
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preparation and storage, a lounge area, a laundry area, a roof terrace. and 
lodging areas for single clients and family units. 
The Thrift Store sells goods to the public and to clients at reduced rates or 
no charge. These goods may range from clothing to household appliances. 
This service is offered to offset some of the Army's costs as we11 as be of 
benefit to the Army's clients. Goods are donated to the Army at various 
pick-up points in the area and serviced if need be at the Army's main 
Thrift Store. The usable and serviced goods are then distributed to three 




Auditorium ( Chapel ) ........................................ u •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2500 S.F. 
Function: Worship services, classes, other activities and a rentable 
space for use by outside groups to seat approximately 200 
persons. 
Condition: Should be easily accessible from the outside and convenient 
to ad minstration area. 
Auditorium Storage .............................................................................................. 200 S.F. 
Function: Storage space for the auditorium. 
Condition: Should be located adjacent to auditorium space. 
Classrooms ( 2 @l 250 S.F. ) .............................................................................. 500 S.F. 
Functions: Area to be provided for a small group of educattonal 
activities such as Sunday school class and Bible study 
groups. 
Condition: Should be located near the auditorium and be adjoining. 
Restrooms ( 2) .......................................................................................................... 200 S.F. 
Function: For the convenience of the auditorium user. 
Condition: Should have some relationship to the auditorium. 
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Administration 
Officer-in-charge's Office .................................................................................... 280 S.F. 
Function: Office for the officer in charge of the operation of the 
Salvation Army. 
Condition: Should relate to administration and have a 
relationship to the auditorium. 
Co-Administrator 's Office .................................................................................... 200 S.F. 
Function: The person who is in charge of client assistance. Oose 
relationship to the Officer in charge's office . 
Condition: Located in the Administration area. 
Assistant's Office ..................................................................................................... 200 S.F. 
Function: Assistant to the officer in charge. 
Condition: Located in the ad ministration area. 
Oient Intake Office ................................................................................................ 240 S.F. 
Function: Interviews and assess client's needs. 
Condition: Located in the administration area. 
A ceo u n tan t s Office .................................................................................................. 1 6 0 S . F. 
Function: In charge of bookkeeping and records. 
Condition: Located in the ad ministration area. 
70 
Secretary / Reception area ..................................................................................... 160 S.F. 
Function: Secretarial and reception duties for the Salvation Army. 
Condition: Located in the administative area ad jacent to the lobby. 
Lobby /Client Waiting Area ................................................................................. 3 6 OS.F. 
Function: Provide entry area to the Salvation Army Building 
and adequate area for client waiting. 
Condition: Should function with the administrative area as well as 
provide a function as a vestibule for the auditorium. 
Restrooms ( 2 ) ........................................................................................................ 240 S.F. 
Function: To provide a convenience for the administration area 
and the sanctuary. 
Condition: Adjacent to the lob by. 
Print Room .................................................................................................................... 140 S.F. 
Function: Storage and operation of all printing equipment and 
office supplies. 
Condition: Should be located in the administrative area near the 
secretary. 
Dormitory Area 
Lobby ........................................................................................................................... 320 S.F. 
Function: Reception and waiting area for clients 
Condition: To provide a waiting area for clients near registrar s 
office. 
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Regis t r ar · s 0 f f ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 0 S . F. 
Function: To register clients for dorm space and help with emergency 
assistance within the Army 's facilities. 
Condition: Located adjacent to the lobby area. 
Lodge Manager/ Registrar 's Apartment. ...................................................... 700 S.F. 
Function: To provide living quarters for lodge manager. To include 
food preparation and eating area, living area, bath, 2 
bedrooms and storage area. 
Condition: Should be located within the dormitory area. 
Laundry and Linen Area ..................................................................................... 200 S.F. 
Function: Washing area and storage of sheets, towels etc. 
Condition: Locate near registrar and be convenient to dorms. 
Fa mil y Units ........................................................................................................... 4, 0 0 0 S .F. 
Function: To provide livtng accommodations for a family of up to 
five individuals. 
Condition: Accommodations should include a small living area, two 
sleeping areas and bath. 
Dormitory ( Singles ) ......................................................................................... 2,000 S.F. 
Function: To provide separate accomodations for both male and 
female clients. 
Condition: Four clients per unit with five being for male and five for 
female. Male and female should be separated. 
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Toilet and Shower Rooms ( 2 ) ........................................................................... 500 S.F. 
Function: To provide toilet and shower facilities for clients. 
Condition: Should be located centrally to dormitories for convenience. 
Lounge Are a ........................................................................................................... 1 , 8 0 0 S .F. 
Function: To provide recreation area for clients. 
Condition: Should include area for television, reading and other 
various activities. 
Restrooms ( 2 ) .............................................................................................. .......... 2 40 S.F. 
Function: For the convenience of the clients. 
Condition: Should have some relationship to lobby as well as lounge. 
Storage Area ............ ....................................... .......................................................... 2 40 S.F. 
Function: To provtde dry storage. 
Condition: Three storage areas ~ 80 S. F. distributed throughout. 
Kitchen ......................................................................................................................... 480 S.F. 
Function: Food preparation area for clients and special occasion 
dinners. 
Condition: Locate adjacent to dining area and needs some relationship 
to multi-purpose area with provisions for ventilation and 
. servtce. 
Pan try.................................................................................................. .................... .... 2 2 0 S .F. 
Function: Dry storage of food and other items for food preparation. 
Condition: Should be located in the kitchen area. 
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Dining Room .............................................................................................................. 800 S.F. 
Function: Food service area for clients and various other Salvation 
Army activities. 
Condition: Locate near activities with some relationship to client 
dormitory area. 
Thrift Store 
Display Area .......................................................................................................... 2.200 S.F. 
Function: Layout area to display clothing, appliances and other 
various goods to be sold to the public and clients at a 
reduced cost or no cost. 
Condition: Should be located to provide adequate circulation and 
address trafficed patterns. 
Entry/Cashiers 's Area ........................................................................................... 200 S.F. 
Function: Provide entry transition and control area. 
Condition: Two cashier 's stations should be provtded. 
Receiving/Storage Area ..................................................................................... ! ,600 S.F. 
Function: Area for the reception of donated goods and stock 
storage. 
Condition: Adequate service area and loading and unloading area for 
one truck. 
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Servtce Area Access ............................................ u . ......... . . .......... . . . . . ..... ..... . . . .. . ... l ,600 S.F. 
Function: Access area and secured parking. 
Condition: Backing area and parking for 2 trucks. 
Thrift Store Manager 's Office ...................................................... ...................... 200 S.F. 
Function: Thrift store manager· s office. 
Condition: Should be locate near cashier area and recetving area. 
Restroom s ( 2 ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 0 S .F. 
Function: For the convenience of store customers and employees. 
Condition: Should be located in the Thrift Store. 
Activity Center 
Multi-Purpose Room ........................................................................................... S,200 S.F. 
Function: Provide a place for recreation and character building 
activities, banquets and dinners. advisory board meetings, 
informal church gatherings and also available to tbe leased 
to the general public. 
Condition: Should be located to facilitate exterior activity areas 
interaction as well as be adjacent to class rooms. 
Classrooms ( 4 @ 250 S. F. ) ............................................................................ 1,000 S.F. 
Function: Place for study rooms for youth groups, girl guards. 
sunbeams and boys activities as well as a space for 
Army and outside group seminars. 
Condition: Should be related to and located in the activity center. 
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Restrooms/ Locker Rooms( 2 ) ......................................................................... 680 S.F. 
Function: To provide a convenience for individuals using the 
activity center. 
Condition: Should serve the activity center and be adjacent to 
the multi-purpose room. 
Outdoor Activities Area ................................................................................. (3000 S.F.) 
Function: To provide an exterior area for various outdoor activities 
ranging from study areas to play areas. 
Condition: Should be adjacent to multi-purpose room and classrooms. 
General 
Mechanical Equipment Area ............................................................................ 1400 S.F. 
Function: To provide heating. ventilation and air conditioning 
of facility areas and the supply of water. 
Condition: Located centrally to provide efficient, economical service to 
the center. 
janitor's/wlaintainance Room ............................................................................. 420 S.F. 
Function: Housekeeping storage, mop sink area and storage of 
equipment and tools. 
Condition: Four separate locations should be provided throughout. 
On-Site-Parking ( Exterior ) .................................................. ........................ 16.000 SF. 
Function: To provide access to the Salvation Army and Thrift Store. 











































The site and much of the area around it is currently zoned C-4 ( Central 
Area Commercial ) . But studies have proposed that it be rezoned to C-1 
( Office- Institutional ) to encourage development appropriate to the area. 
The area is also part of the Multiple Use Overlay Zoning concept which is 
an important planning aspect of the Congaree Vista. Its use would allow 
some forms of mixed use and through its flexibilty encourage growth and 
development of both commercial and residential use. 
The C-1 Zoned District is intended to accomodate office, institutional, and 
certain types of residential uses in areas whose characteristic is neither 
general commercial nor exclusively restdential in nature. Some exceptions 
are made but those exceptions are sub ject to restrictions. The minimum 
setbacks are 25 feet on front yard coverage, 15 feet with corner lots for a 
secondary front yard, and 1 0 feet for interior and side yards. The 
minimum building height is 65 feet while the required number of on site 
parking spaces is 1 space for every 5 seats in the auditorium area. 
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CODES & CONSTRAINTS 
The Salvation Army Building falls within three basic group classification 
according to the Standard Building Codes. These are Group B - Business. 
Group D - Instutional and Group E - Assembly. These code requirements 
generally apply to all three classifications, where requirements vary 
within these groups, the most restrictive one shall apply. 
- Exit openings shall be a minimum of 44 inches. 
- Fire stairs shaH have a minimum width of 44 inches. 
- The rise to tread ratio shall be 2r + t - 25 inches, 
• mcutmum. 
- Travel distance to an emergency exit shaJl be no more than 
1 SO feet or 200 feet if the structure is protected by 
sprinklers. 
A minimum of two e its are required per floor . 
Emergency exits shaH have a two-hour fire-resistance 
corridor. 
A standpipe is required for buildings of four or more 
floors. 
- The kitchen area must have a two-hour fire-resistance 
separation from the rest of the b uiJding. 
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DESIGN PROPOSAL 
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